Politics During the War
By: Nora Maerean
The political “spectrum” during the Civil War was made up of two parties,
the Democratic Party and the Republican Party. Both parties were split into
factions, or parts, with the Democrats split between secessionists and
Unionists, and the Republicans split into radical and moderate parts. The
Republican Party was a new party in the 1800s, dedicated to preventing the
spread of slavery to new territories.
Abraham Lincoln was the Republican’s first successful presidential
candidate, and his election in 1860 led South Carolina to withdraw from
the Union. Other states in the lower South would follow.
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By Angele DellaCorte and Jennifer Browne

The Battle of Gettysburg

Goober Peas
by A. Pindar
Sittin' by the roadside on a summer's day,
Chattin' with my messmates, passing time away,
Lying in the shadow, underneath the trees,
Goodness, how delicious, eating goober peas!
(Chorus)
Peas! Peas! Peas! Peas!
Eating goober peas!
Goodness, how delicious,
Eating goober peas!
When a horseman passes, the soldiers have a rule
To cry out at their loudest "Mister, here's your mule!"
But still another pleasure enchantinger than these
Is wearing out your grinders, eating goober peas!
(Chorus)
Just before the battle, the Gen'ral hears a row,
He says "The Yanks are coming, I hear their rifles now"!
He turns around in wonder, and what do you think he sees?
The Georgia Militia -- eating goober peas!
(Chorus)
I think my song had lasted almost long enough,
The subject's interesting, but rhymes are mighty rough!
I wish this war was over, when free from rags and fleas,
We'd kiss our wives and sweethearts and gobble goober
peas!
(Chorus)

DESCRIPTION OF LAST FULL MEASURE
GETTYSBURG: The Turning Point of the Civil War and the Gettysburg Address
Five students are rebelling about their latest history assignment: an essay on
the topic “What does the Gettysburg Address mean to me today?” They don’t
even know what “score” means, except in sports, and they certainly don’t
understand the relevance of words spoken at a cemetery 150 years ago. Their
chant “History’s got nothin’ for me!” brings Mr. History and his magical
wardrobe whirling into their home. In the song “No Diff’rent Than You And
Me,” he convinces the students to travel back to the Battle of Gettysburg and
feel what it was like to be there. Then they can understand what Lincoln meant
when he talked about the “last full measure of devotion.” He hands out
costume pieces and props of the various people they will become in the past,
and they whirl back in time.
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Meaning:
"Goober Peas" is a traditional folk song probably
originating in the Southern United States. It was
popular with Confederate soldiers during the
American Civil War, and is still sung frequently
in the South to this day. The lyrics of "Goober
Peas" are a fairly accurate description of daily
life during the last few years of the Civil War for
Southerners. After being cut off from the rail
lines and their farmland, they had little to eat
aside from boiled peanuts (or "goober peas"),
which often served as an emergency ration.
Peanuts were also known as pindars and goobers.

For the Dear Old Flag I Die
by George Cooper
"For the dear old Flag I die,"
Said the wounded drummer boy;
"Mother, press your lips to mine;
O, they bring me peace and joy!
'Tis the last time on the earth
I shall ever see your face,
Mother take me to your heart,
Let me die in your embrace.
(Chorus)
For the dear old Flag I die,
Mother, dry your weeping eye;
For the honor of our land
And the dear old Flag I die."
(Chorus)
"Do not mourn, my mother dear,
Every pang will soon be o'er;
For I hear the angel band
Calling from their starry shore;
Now I see their banners wave
In the light of perfect day,
Though 'tis hard to part with you,
Yet I would not wish to stay."

Meaning:
For The Dear Old Flag, I Die is an
American Civil War song. It was
originally a poem written by
George Cooper. The music by
Stephen Foster was later added in.
The song interprets the last words
of a brave little drummer boy who
was fatally wounded at the Battle of
Gettysburg.

www.quillentertainment.org

Life of a Free African American
By: Catherine D’Jay
When you think about African Americans in the 1800s, most likely you
think of the brutality of slavery. However, by 1860, over 400,000 free
blacks were living in the United States, including in the Southern States.
How did they become free? Some bought their freedom, some were set
free by their masters (a process called manumission), many ran away, and
many were born to already free blacks. The term “free blacks” is
misleading, though, as they had virtually no rights. Even in most Northern
States, blacks faced limited voting rights and often could not serve in
government.
In the years following the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, the free
black population exploded. Lacking property or any education, many
slaves did not know where to go or what to do with freedom. Their diets
and clothing remained almost identical to their time as slaves. Many free
blacks migrated towards Union army camps and cities, hoping to find
food, shelter, and a job.

Female Soldiers?
By: Nora Maerean
Even though women were not legally allowed to fight in the Civil War, it
is estimated that around 400 women disguised themselves as men and
went to war, sometimes without anyone ever discovering their true
identities.
One woman that joined the army was Sara Edmonds, a Canadian
immigrant who joined an infantry regiment in 1861 under the name of
Frank Thompson. A general employed her as a spy during the Peninsular
Campaign of 1862--completely unaware of her true identity. It was not
until 1883 that she confessed her secret life as a soldier. Frances Clalin, a
woman from the western states, adopted a masculine identity to fight the
Confederacy in Missouri.
Why were women not allowed to fight? At the time, women were not
considered the equals of men, confined to domestic work, or in some
instances, mill life. As you can see, though, neither the Confederate nor
Union armies could keep women completely out of the fight.
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It is July 1, 1863, the first day of the battle. AMELIA, a farm girl, is getting ready
to go into Gettysburg to pick up her “marrying hat.” She is looking forward to her
fiancé, Frank, mustering out of the Union army. Two freed slaves, who found
freedom on the Underground Railroad with Amelia’s father as conductor, work the
farm with Amelia. Alas, Amelia’s father died delivering BENJAMIN and SARAH
to freedom, and Amelia has vowed to ignore the Civil War and go on about her life.
This option is not readily available for Benjamin and Sarah, since they have
legitimate worries that, if the south should win any nearby battle, they might well
be caught and sold back into slavery. So they decide to hide in the woods until the
rebel army has, they hope, retreated.
Also on the road to Gettysburg is QUENTIN and LIL’ JOE, rebel troops. Quentin
is gung-ho to fight some Yankees, but Lil’ Joe is growing tired of the war.
Unbeknownst to Quentin, “he” is actually a “she,” a young girl names JOSEPHINE
who joined up for adventure.
Finally, Amelia’s fiancé, FRANK, is also on his way to Gettysburg. Frank is
looking to regain his pride, after retreating at the battle of Chancellorsville. In fact,
he has re-upped—a fact he is not thrilled to have to tell Amelia.
All of these people sing a stirring contrapuntal chorale about their dreams of what
they will do on that fateful day.
Also at Gettysburg is ROBERT E. LEE and PETE LONGSTREET. Lee is
confident of victory, especially after his men rout the Yanks on the first day’s
battle. In “Attack!,” he sings of his desire to go after the enemy and win the war.
Longstreet is more cautious, pointing out the fact that the Union army has the high
ground. But Lee will not be dissuaded.
Adventure and pathos follow our characters. The Rebs sing a foot-stompin’
number, “When This War Is Over.” Lil’ Joe, having killed one person too many,
deserts, and Amelia agrees to hide her, in the song “Take Me!” Everyone sings the
haunting “There’s A Man Who Hates Me Over There,” on the eve of battle,
reminding us all that soldiers in opposing armies aren’t really that different from
one another, having the same hopes and fears. The battle climaxes in a stylized
depiction of Pickett’s Charge as the Rebs sing “Brave, Brave Line of Honored
Gray.”
During the battle, Sarah has been captured. Benjamin convinces Amelia and
Josephine to help him rescue her. Amelia finally realizes that sometimes you have
to fight for what you believe, as she captures Quentin and ties him up. And Frank,
having been wounded, but surviving, is given permission to join Amelia in
marriage.
When the kids whirl back to the present, they are excited about all they have
learned by being at the Battle of Gettysburg. Their experience has taught them the
true meaning of Lincoln’s immortal words. They are ready to write their essays, as
they sing a musicalized anthem of the entire Gettysburg Address.
www.quillentertainment.org
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Robert E. Lee 1807-1870
(Copied from civilwar.org and historynet.com)
Confederate general Robert E. Lee is perhaps the most iconic
and most widely respected of all Civil War commanders.
Though he opposed secession, he resigned from the U.S. Army
to join the forces of his native state, rose to command the
largest Confederate army and ultimately was named general-inchief of all Confederate land forces.
He fought brilliantly and aggressively in many battles in
Southern states. When he ventured into Northern territory, however, he was less
successful. In the Battle of Antietam in Maryland, his troops participated in the
bloodiest single day of fighting in American history. After massive casualties on both
sides, Lee withdrew to Virginia to fight another day.
The masterful victory at Chancellorsville gave Lee great confidence in his army, and
the Rebel chief was inspired once again to take the fight to enemy soil. In late June of
1863, he began another invasion of the North, meeting the Union host at the crossroads
town of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. For three days Lee assailed the Federal army under
George G. Meade in what would become the most famous battle of the entire
war. Accustomed to seeing the Yankees run in the face of his aggressive troops, Lee
attacked strong Union positions on high ground. This time, however, the Federals
wouldn't budge. The Confederate war effort reached its high water mark on July 3,
1863 when Lee ordered a massive frontal assault against Meade's center, spear-headed
by Virginians under Maj. Gen. George E. Pickett. The attack known as Pickett's
charge was a failure and Lee, recognizing that the battle was lost, ordered his army to
retreat. Taking full responsibility for the defeat, he wrote Jefferson Davis offering his
resignation, which Davis refused to accept.
In subsequent battles against Ulysses S. Grant, Lee found another opponent who would
not withdraw regardless of setbacks and casualties, and Lee’s outnumbered forces
were gradually reduced in number and forced into defensive positions that did not
allow him room to maneuver. When he surrendered the Army of Northern Virginia at
Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865, it meant the war was virtually over.
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Confederate soldiers
Many Confederate soldiers were also in their 20s, but
they faced many supply problems. For instance, their
uniforms were “handed down,” meaning that when
another soldier died, you were given his uniform if you
needed one. The uniforms were also often ill fitting
and even quite ragged and worn. What led these
soldiers into the war was their spirit.
Confederate soldiers carried flint- lock-rifles or muskets as well as a
cartridge box with ammunition. One might acquire a better weapon (an
Enfield rifle) from a dead Union soldier. Aside from weapons, these men
also carried a small rolled-up blanket, a haversack, a cloth-covered
canteen, a tin cup, and a small frying pan. As rebels, they were cut off
from the world by the Union blockade and went without food for long
periods of time, sometimes falling ill from fatigue and hunger. One must
keep in mind that their families, who depended on the soldier's support,
often went without food too due to poor funding. The vast majority of
Rebel soldiers were white males, but there were also women (posing as
men), and even Native Americans. Although the confederates fought for
reasons that we find offensive and unjust, we should still respect these
men for their bravery in fighting for what, although ultimately incorrect,
they thought was right. There were fewer desertions in the Confederate
army, but those who chose to desert did so out of desperation (from
starving so long) or to return and protect their families from rumored
Indian attacks.

Similarities and Differences
After reading these paragraphs, you may have noticed some similarities
and or differences between Confederate and Union fighters. To start off,
both sides had soldiers mostly in their 20s that had farms or families
back home. Also, you may note that woman disguised as men were
common among both forces. Some differences were that Union troops
were required to keep clean and they were given a hygiene kit. They also
had better uniforms. For this reason, they often looked better, or more
“soldierly,” than the Confederate troops. Union soldiers had better
supplies overall including better weapons and food supply. Although
they were on different sides, these two enemies had a lot in common.
www.quillentertainment.org

	
  

Abraham Lincoln 1809-1865

Crowd at Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address

By: Noah Fitzgerald
Abraham Lincoln was born in Hodgenville
Kentucky, on February 12th 1809. His childhood
was relatively tough, with his mother dying when
he was only nine from “milk sickness.” After her
death, Lincoln’s older sister Sarah took care of
him until his father remarried in 1819. Sadly,
when Sarah was 20 she died. Sarah was an
important part of Abraham Lincoln’s life, as she taught him his numbers and
letters, helping him become the highly intelligent and educated man he became. In
1830, his family moved to Macon County, Illinois in 1830, before moving once
again to Coles County, Illinois the following year.
When Abraham Lincoln was 22, he moved out on his own. He Canoed down the
Sangamon River and reached a place in Sangamon County. He took a flatboat to
New Orleans and encountered slavery for the first time. He was so astonished that
he walked back home to Sangamon County. In 1832 Abraham Lincoln began his
political career. His first campaign was for the Illinois General Assembly. (The
Illinois General Assembly was the State's Legislature) Before the Election,
Abraham Lincoln served as the captain of the Illinois Militia in the Black Hawk
War, though he never saw combat. Later his second campaign resulted in him
winning the election to the State Legislature. Later he studied in Law, and became
a successful lawyer. Then he served four terms in the Illinois House of
Representatives, leading to a one-two year term in the U.S. House of
Representatives. His life continued as he tried to end slavery. In 1858 he had many
debates regarding slavery in the United States. Finally, in 1860 his Presidential
campaign began. Through a tumultuous series of events, he was elected the 16th
president of the United States on November 6th 1860.
In response to Lincoln's election, South Carolina and other southern states seceded
from the Union, triggering the American Civil War. Many battles took place
consisting of wins and losses. Among the many battles Lincoln oversaw during the
war, none have become as famous as the Battle of Gettysburg, fought on July 1st3rd 1863 in Pennsylvania. In December of 1863, Lincoln gave a speech at the
dedication of a national cemetery on the Gettysburg battle site called the
“Gettysburg Address.” It became one of the most famous speeches in American
history.
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The Battle of Gettysburg, ca. 1863
The Library of Congress - Mathew Brady photo

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent,
a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that
all men are created equal.
Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or
any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on
a great battlefield of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that
field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that
nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.
But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate -- we can not consecrate -- we
can not hallow -- this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who
struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or
detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here,
but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to
be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have
thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the
great task remaining before us -- that from these honored dead we take
increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure
of devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have
died in vain -- that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of
freedom -- and that government of the people, by the people, for the
people, shall not perish from the earth.
www.quillentertainment.org

	
  

Life of a Soldier
James Longstreet
By: Catherine D’Jay

James Longstreet was born in Edgefield District, South
Carolina on January 8th, 1821, though most of his youth
was spent in Augusta, Georgia. Longstreet attended the
United States Military Academy at West Point,
graduating in 1842. Often called “Old Pete,” or “My
Old Warhorse,” Longstreet was a friend and trusted
advisor of the famous Confederate commander, Robert
E. Lee. Like many soldiers during the time period, his
first battle experience was in the Mexican War. Nearly
20 years later, he resigned his commission in the U.S. army and became a
Brigadier General in the Confederate Army in July of 1861.
He was promoted to Major General after his first action at Blackburn’s Ford and
commanded a division of 6 brigades which, for the most part, later became the
first Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia. While experiencing success on the
battlefield, though, Longstreet suffered personal heartbreak. In 1862, three of his
children died of Scarlet Fever. Although devastated and depressed, he continued
to perform well during the Peninsular Campaign in Virginia. After Longstreet’s
performance in the campaign, Lee called him “the staff in his right hand.”
His reputation as an astounding soldier was further strengthened on August 28th,
1862, at the Second Battle of Manassas, when Longstreet’s wing of 28,000 men
smashed Union soldiers in the largest simultaneous mass assault of the entire war.
He continued to excel at the gory Battle of Fredericksburg, in which he formed an
impenetrable defensive line along Marye’s Heights. It was so effective that not a
single Union soldier could come within 30 yards of the stonewall at the top of the
hill. After helping to win these battles, Longstreet was with Lee at the Battle of
Gettysburg.
As for his role at the battle? You will learn the dramatic story today during the
play.
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By: Rebecca Van Woerkom
As you may know, during the civil war there were two sides. If you
were fighting, you were either a Union soldier (Northern states) or a
Confederate soldier (Southern states). However, as it is for most wars, there
was more to the stories of the soldiers’ lives.

Union Soldiers
As a Union soldier (working for the federal
government), you were usually in your 20s and most
likely a farmer who thought that the war would only last
a couple months. Later, as the war progressed, men were
drafted and even woman dressed as men joined the
fighting. Many free and former slaves also fought for the
Union, many because of the Emancipation Proclamation.
Union uniforms were dark blue and made of wool. If you have ever worn
wool clothing, you know that it can be very uncomfortable. These men
often sought cotton shirts from their family (the shirts from their uniforms
were made of wool too!). You may be wondering, why all this wool?
Actually, wool was an ideal material for the army because wool will not
take in water nor will it remain wet. It is also more durable than cotton.
Caps were also part of the uniform of a union soldier. They provided some
shade, as they had leather caps.
Overall, Union soldiers had better uniforms and more accurate
weapons than the confederate rebels. Besides their clothing, union soldiers
also carried a knapsack, a blanket, a “dog tent” (a small protective
covering), tools for eating food, and a hygiene kit. Union soldiers were also
required to maintain proper hygiene, though many times they did not. While
these soldiers were well fed, some died from food poisoning. Deserting was
also a problem, as many had not expected the war to last so long. They
wanted to return and help their families. More soldiers died of disease than
on the battlefield, so army hospitals were put in every state. Even though
the union army won the battle, they still paid a high price.
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