i fed
gates were men. Back then
there were no women in government. Making governments
was strictly a "man's business" in 1787.
On May 25 the first meeting
began in the State House in
Philadelphia (now known as
Independence Hall).

f course, there
were no public opinion polls
in May 1787, when the
Constitutional Convention
met in Philadelphia to fix the
government. But if there were
polls, they might well have
shown that the public didn't
have much faith in the
Convention. The people had
suffered much under the
Articles of Confederation.
Rhode Island even refused
to send a delegation.
What kind of people
were chosen to attend the
Convention? Among the
delegates were 34 lawmakers,
10 judges, 7 state governors,
and 39 members of Congress.
Twenty-one delegates had
fought in the Revolutionary
War, and 8 delegates had
signed the Declaration of
Independence. The youngest
delegate, Jonathan Dayton of
New Jersey, was 26 years old.
The oldest, Benjamin
Franklin of Pennsylvania, was
81 years old. All of the dele-

Some important people
helped to run the Convention.
George Washington, who
had called the Articles of
Confederation "a half starving
limping government...tottering
at every step," was chosen by
the delegates to chair the
meetings. It was his job to
make sure the meetings ran
smoothly. James Madison, a
delegate from Virginia, had
studied how the governments
in other countries worked. He
was often called upon for
advice at the Convention.
Gouverneur Morris, a delegate
from Pennsylvania, had a
wooden leg and could not use

one arm. But he was a gifted
writer, so he did much of the
actual writing of the document.

Armed Guards at
the Door
What went on at the meetings
was kept secret. There were
armed guards at the doors.
Delegates agreed not to discuss Convention business outside of the meeting rooms.
But thanks to the careful
notes taken by James Madison,
we know what went on at the
secret meetings.
The delegates had been sent
to the Convention to find
ways to change the Articles of
Confederation. But once the
meetings got under way, the
delegates could see that it
was impossible to fix the
Articles. Instead, they decided
that the United States needed
a whole new plan of government. Two main plans were
suggested. The Virginia Plan,
presented by Edmund
Randolph, called for a strong

History Buj

national government that
included a two-part Congress
to make laws. The plan also
included proportional representation—states with larger
populations would have more
members—and more votes—
in Congress than states with
fewer people. Delegates from
states with fewer people, such
as New Jersey and Delaware,
didn't like the Virginia Plan.

William Paterson of New
Jersey presented a plan that
gave one vote in Congress to
each state, but would give
Congress more powers, such
as the power to collect taxes
and regulate trade between
states.
Some delegates thought the
Virginia Plan was best. They
liked the idea of a Congress

Convention Crossword
The answer to each clue is based on the text above.
Across
1.
4.
5.
7.
8.
9.

He had studied other governments.
City where the Convention was held
State James Madison came from
First name of the youngest delegate
Delegates came from 12 of the 13 _
Month in which the Convention
began
11. Last name of the oldest delegate
12. Name of the meeting the
delegates attended
Down
2. People chosen to attend the
Convention
3. Chairman of the meetings
6. He was spokesman for
the larger states.
9. Last name of delegate
who did the writing
of the document
10. What all the
delegates were
10

12

11

that represented people equally.
Other delegates favored the
New Jersey plan. They liked
the idea of a Congress that
represented states equally.
The delegates could not agree
on either plan. Finally they
had to compromise. That
means each side had to agree
to give up a part of what it had
been asking for.

Answer Key
Page 3:

box 1—oligarchy; box 2—democracy; box 3—chieftanship; box 4—dictatorship; box 5—
monarchy; box 6—theocracy.

Page 5:

1. not being subject to being given or taken away; 2. life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness;
3. consent of the governed.

Page 7:

ACROSS- 1. Madison; 4. Philadelphia; 5. Virginia; 7. Jonathan; 8. states; 9. May; 11. Franklin;
12. convention. DOWN—2. delegates; 3. Washington; 6. Randolph; 9. Morris; 10. men.

Page 9:

1. C; 2. J; 3. P; 4. C; 5. C; 6. C; 7. J; 8. J; 9. C; 10. P.

Page 11:

1. Article V; 2. Article IV; 3. Article VI; 4. Article IV; 5. x.

Page 13:

1. respecting: concerning; 2. establishment: setting up; 3. abridging: reducing; 4. petition: formally
appealing to an authority; 5. redress: to set right; 6. grievances; complaints.

Page 15:

left column, top to bottom—Fifth Amendment; Fifth Amendment; First Amendment; Eighth
Amendment; First Amendment; Eighth Amendment; Second Amendment; Sixth Amendment; Fifth
Amendment; Fourth Amendment.

Page 17:

Answers will vary.

Page 19:

1. Wilson; 2. Washington; 3. Lincoln; 4. Kennedy; 5. Franklin Roosevelt; 6. Nixon; 7. Jackson;
8. Theodore Roosevelt.

Page 21:

•n vary.
Answers will

Page 23:

majority leader (both); speaker (House); advise and consent (Senate); six-year term (Senate); elected by the people (both);vice president (Senate); make laws (both); represents a state (Senate); twoyear term (House); minority leader (both); legislative branch (both); represents a district (House).

Page 25:

a. 5; b. 2; c. 7; d. 4; e. 9; f. 1; g. 6; h. 3; i. 8.

Page 27:

1. Early attempt at a constitution for the United States; 2. Part of the Constitution that establishes a
federal judiciary; 3. Law that created the three-leveled federal court system we have today; 4.
Court's authority to decide whether a law is supported by the Constitution; 5. Request for a higher
court to look at a lower court's decision to decide if it was fair.

Page 29:

Answers will vary.

Page 31:

1. right to vote: cast an informed vote; 2. right to a fair trial: serve on a jury if called; 3. right to a
public education: go to school; 4. right to be protected by the government: pay taxes to support the
government.

